 Thank you very much for responding to the questionnaire . Out of 60 questionnaires that was sent out we had 29 returns.The Form below shows the number of responses to each question asked.
I would also like to respond to some the comments that parents added to their questionnaires I hope that these comments will answer some of your queries and clarify some questions that were raised.
One parent stated "there is such a fantastic outside space I wonder if more use could be made incorporating aspects of the curriculum," The outside environment is used continually by all age groups we have the outdoor classroom at the other side of the field that the children regularly go into however we also tried to make extensive use of the yard to cover all curriculum areas - maths outside, literacy, as well as the obvious ones such as science and geography. We also try to get children out into the village Village area so that they can cover aspects of the curriculum using that environment too. Having teaching assistants in every classroom during all parts of the day allows us to take groups of children outside to achieve this.
Two parents made a brief comment regarding fencing at the top of the school field, After our recent health and safety inspection by the local authority I specifically enquired about the fencing the two officers who looked at it stated that they had no concerns about it at all.
If such funding is available in the school budget the whole of the fencing can be replaced due to its age, However as I'm sure you are aware school budgets are extremely tight at the moment. Parents may not be aware that during school hours,at each playtime and lunchtime, there are two members of staff out supervising the children -one member of staff is specifically based on the field and is walking up and down the hill,while the other one is based in the yard -that way we can ensure the safety of the children. Children know that they are not allowed to go onto the field unless the teacher is there. Children do not go out to play.
One parent asked why clubs were only held on Mondays and Tuesdays. Teachers volunteer to run after-school clubs and give up their own time to do so.Every half term we try to have either two or three clubs running per week -the days that they are held on depends on which teacher is available and in school for that day. Clubs are also very dependent on teachers not having after-school training or meetings to attend to, it can be extremely tricky to run a club as staff always have things to do after school, As well as their normal marking planning and preparation activities. We have had to limit the number of children attending clubs as at times we have more than 30 children wanting to attend each activity. We try to ensure that children want to attend clubs do get to be in at least one that they have applied for each half term unless the activities are heavily oversubscribed.
One parent enquired as to why we could not use outside specialists to run clubs. .As you may be aware we do use Newcastle community football to do football training in the summer months, however this is a paid for situation and external coaches have to be funded somehow and we are aware that this can be very expensive for some parents.
Two parents also voiced concerns over the space that year three and four have to work in. As a staff we are very aware that year one and two are lucky enough to have the rainbow room. Teaching methods slightly change as the children enter into Key stage two and 
there is more 'table work' Believe it or not the classrooms are built to the specifications to house 30 children ! Good use is made of other areas in school for these two year groups.In  the morning  the hall is often empty therefore groups of year three and four can work at the tables in this area and still have access to a whiteboard ,projector, computer etc etc. The staff and I often have discussions regarding extending the school and have several ideas. Parents may not realise it but the local authority do not fund extensions to school buildings- money has to come from the budget that they give us and no extra funding would be available from them, therefore there are huge difficulties to overcome. This is an area that will continue to be discussed with staff and governors.

We had so many positive comments it is impossible to note them all down and we thank you very much for these. However there are one or two I would like to quote as I think they give a good 'flavour 'of the school. 
'Teaching assistants are extremely helpful'
'My child has developed a keen interest in history and science due to the topics being covered and the way that they are taught'
Squirrels  'BRILLIANT'
'Very pleased with the number of teaching assistants in each class and find they benefit the pupils hugely'
'.......are a highly professional and approachable staff who clearly have the best interests of the child at the heart of everything they do"'
'My child still skips into school each day'
We hope this response answers any questions you raised on the form and allows you to gauge the other parents opinions of the school.
One again many thanks to all who replied to this questionnaire.

